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~ Aumnonig the treasures in vegetation which’grow in the National Botanic Garden in addition to the memorial trees 1s the ampelOpms_ veitcllll, the parent of millions of the same vine and the ancestral vine of all of them in the United States.
Fhe vine is an Enghsh immigrant. It was brought to this country many years ago by William R. Smith, superintendent of the Botanic Garden. Hence Mr. Smith is tire foster father of a vine that climbs and clasps uncounted walls from sea
to sca—the foster father of the most popular city vine in America.
here are many varieties of the ampelopsis, a word which, by the way, comes from the cambination of two Greek words—ampelos, vine, and opsis, resemblance. Not only is the plant with which this story deals one of a large numb r
of varieties, f-n_: ilu~_ particular kind 1: known by sc\'cral_nam_ﬁﬁ.‘ail‘lollg them being ampelops:s' veitchii, ampelopsis roylei, ampelopsis tricuspidata, southside ivy, Boston ivy and Japan ivyv. Ii might also be calied Ch'na ivy, because it grows
in China as well as in Japan, and no doubt many of the vines in Europe are sprung from the Chinese stock. It is met with throughout eastern Asia and the Himalaya region. It is closely related to the grape and is kindred to the Virginia
creeper, which is sometimes disguised under the name of ampelopsis quinquefolla.
~ Mr. Smith brought a cutting of this vine from Slough, a city of about 12,000 inhabitants, in Buckinghamshire, two and a half miles northeast from Windsor. Slough has another distinction in addition to that of havinz furnished the Un'ted
States with this vine, for it was at Slongh that Sir William Herschel erected his observatory.
The 1 y vl crtting T s , 1 = = L . . : = .
'he mmported cutting was n““““d‘ by Mr. Smith and set out on the south side fothe brick building near the west end of the Botanic Garden, in which are the offices of the superintendent and assistant superintendent. It has overspread
the building and would overrun the garden were it not kept in check by the shears. Year after year the sseg.e',th;s xlne'halvg j:een sent to all parts of the country, for the ampelopsis may be propagated from the sccd as well as from green- '
wood and hardwood cuttings. . “ rt g e ey : - :
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